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The Artificial Kid


The entertainment rules on the planet Reverie, a world founded by Moses Moses as an attempt in government controlled equality. Instead, the experiment has caused Reverie to become a society of class separation. Miles above the surface, the wealthy live in orbital homes, watching the surface inhabitants home-produced videos of sex and violence.  

Arti, the main character of The Artificial Kid, is one of the most popular of the combat artists. These future professional wrestlers (perhaps future American Gladiators) confront each other in battles within strict rules of honour and conduct. Arti has reached the height of his fame – loved both by his fans and friends and despised by his competitors. However, he is not entirely who he seems to be, and when the planetary founder mysteriously returns, The Artificial Kid, Arti, finds himself mixed up in a battle for power of the planet. 

The Artificial Kid, the result of mixing satiric social commentaries with the action of a Jean–Claude Van Dame film. The book itself is really good, mainly because it seemed predictable, although it was not. After reading about 50 pages I was ready to make a qualified guess of the ending. Or so I thought…for the testosterone driven hardcore-action book changed radically when the escape into the Mass from the Cabal occurred, the book actually become geological and spoke highly about a perfect system of nature where the energy of life moved from being to being in a never ending circle of life. 

Perhaps you could dig deeper in to this and see it as a perfect society where no part gets the smaller piece of the cake…of maybe I am just in the dark. I don’t know, or I am not sure, but it appeared that the book was filled with commentaries about corruption and the greed for money that stains our society. Or maybe I am just in the dark again. 

I liked the way he expressed the characters thoughts and the troublesome mind of Saint Anne Twice-Born, who never seemed to stop being the annoying little cry-babe she was. The parts described from the inside of her mind where the worst and I hardly managed to read those parts. If there is anyone to blame for a simple plot it should be Anne. The poor thing never could choose between whom she really was, standing at the doorway to adult life with one foot left in childhood. Although all that changed later on in the book when she and Arti were living on that beach. 

Seriously, I would have liked more of a climax on the ending. The still calm ending of the Cabal that you did not even see (that is, never read about) was really the thing I hoped for, me being the kind of guy who reads fantasy, clutching to a book, reading as fast a I can to get to the exiting ending…and what do you now…there was none. Though I was disappointed I still think it was a good book. Because behind the primitive layer of violence and adrenalin pumping fights, the book held a couple of good logics and impressive knowledge of geological matters, that I really did not expect. No, on the contrary, after my first look at the book I thought that it was a misplaced Rambo script. Yet, the book proved itself to be worthy long nights and seemingly early mornings. 
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 or simply expressed, four stars.
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